
Finding the perfect gift for everyone on your list is never easy.  Timmy is a homebody, Sally is 
adventurous, Dad only likes boring history documentaries, and Mom likes...cooking? And everyone 
wants to give gifts that they can feel good about giving, and that people can feel good about receiving. 
Sure, you could buy everyone a gift card, but why not consider a gift that makes both you and the 
recipient look smart?  Books!  Books are the answer.  Books published in Saskatchewan cover a diverse 
range of genres and topics, so it's easy to find the perfect thing for everyone on your list (and maybe 
one or two for yourself, as well).  Here's a list of Saskatchewan-published books for even the trickiest 
of people.

INSPIRATIONAL FICTION – The Angelic Letters Box Set  by 
Lumsden's Henry Ripplinger (ISBN 9781928142003, $109.75, Pio-
Seelos Books) contains books one through five of the best selling 
Angelic Letters Series (Pewter Angels, Another Angel of Love, Angel of  
Thanksgiving, The Angelic Occurrence, and Angel Promises Fulfilled). 
At almost 3000 pages of material, this series will keep readers busy for a 
long time – but then again, with a story this engrossing and engaging, 
maybe not!  Read the heartbreaking and inspiring saga of the never 
ending love between Henry and Jenny, and see what everyone is talking 
about.

ART – Baba's House by Katie Kozak, Lucien Durey, and Blair 
Fornwald (ISBN 9780993675614, $29.99, Dunlop Art Gallery) is art 
gallery that comes from Kozak and Durey's year-long residency in the 
home of Sophie Ostrowski, Kozak's Ukrainian Canadian grandmother. 
The residency resulted in 81 colour plates (which are captioned by 
Ostrowski herself), and the book includes writing from the artists and the 
curator.  The colour plates in this book paint a warm portrait, and evoke a 
common Saskatchewan experience of going to baba's house.

HISTORICAL FICTION - Been In the Storm So Long by Saskatoon's 
Terry Jordan (ISBN 9781550506877, $21.95, Coteau Books) is a 
historical novel that will take readers on a journey from the shores of 
Ireland, to Nova Scotia, to New Orleans, and many other points in 
between.  Join John Healy as he lives the life of a whaler, a thief, a 
murder accomplice, and father and husband.  Jordan's novel is 
thoroughly researched and thoroughly gripping.



NATURE - Conifers and Catkin-Bearing Trees and Shrubs of 
Saskatchewan  by Vernon Harms and Anna Leighton (ISBN 
9780921104322, $29.95, Nature Saskatchewan) is fascicle 5 in the 
expansive Flora of Saskatchewan series.  This sturdy field guide has a 
hardy, water-resistant cover and a built-in ruler to make identifying 
conifers in the field even easier.  Inside the amply-illustrated volume you'll 
find even more tools, such as keys, drawings, descriptions, distribution 
maps, and a glossary.  Learn more about some of Saskatchewan's most 
familiar trees, like Aspen Poplar and Paper Birch.

HISTORY – The Cypress Hills Massacre, edited by Robert 
Clipperton (ISBN 9780969142096, $35.00, Saskatchewan 
Archaeological Society) is a stunning work of archeology, archival 
research, and first hand accounts that paints a new picture of a dark 
passage in Canada's history.  Occurring in 1873, the Cypress Hills 
Massacre was a grisly event that in part spurred the creation of the 
North West Mounted Police.  New technology such as ground 
penetrating radar and newly collected eye-witness accounts reveal a 
accurate picture of the event.  Join the Archaeological Society in 
solving a mystery that has been more than a century in the making.

HEALTH - Gluten Free by Regina Dietitian Shelley Case (ISBN 
9780993719905, $29.95, Case Nutrition Consulting) is the indispensable 
guide for anyone who is living with gluten restrictions, or their friends and 
loved ones.  Presented in a straight-forward, easy to read manner, this 
book contains information on what exactly celiac disease is, recipes, tips 
for gluten free baking, extensively tested charts of gluten free prepared 
foods, and more.  Let this book take the headache out of living life gluten 
free.



SHORT FICTION – Lifting Weights  by Judy McCrosky of Saskatoon 
(ISBN 9781771871051, $18.95, Thistledown Press) is a short fiction 
collection that tackles science fiction and fantasy themes with imagination 
and optimism.  The twelve stories in this collection include cybernetic 
horses, magic birds, alien planets, and many other strange and wonderful 
things.  Most importantly, however, these stories contain fascinating 
characters who are confronted with their greatest fears and greatest wishes, 
and as a result grow and change for the better.

POETRY – Line Dance, edited by Saskatchewan's Poet-Laureate Gerry 
Hill (ISBN 9780994866912, $20.00, Burton House Books) is a playful 
poetry collection containing work from more than 20 of the province's 
upcoming and established poets.  Each poem is a response to a line prompt 
from previously published poems by Saskatchewan poets, as chosen by 
Hill, so that the lines dance with one another.  Any poetry lover would be 
tickled to receive this witty and fun collection.

COOKBOOK - Mustard Makeovers and More! (ISBN 9780994855404, 
$15.00, Saskatchewan Mustard Development Commission), is a cookbook 
chock full of full colour illustrations and amazing recipes that all have 
something in common: they all contain mustard!  That's right, even the 
pizza and the brownies. As a bonus, you'll find food safety tips, a guide to 
healthy eating, and lots of interesting mustard facts – which will be helpful, 
since Saskatchewan is one of the world's top producers of mustard.



CHILDREN'S BOOK - My Good Friend Grandpa by Saskatoon's 
Elaine Sharfe, illustrated by Karen Sim ( (ISBN 9781927756713, $9.95, 
Your Nickel's Worth Publishing), is a children's story for families who are 
dealing with illness and grief.  My Good Friend Grandpa is a sensitive 
book that matches gorgeous illustrations with a heartfelt tale.

POLITICS – Outlier  by Garrett Wilson of Regina (ISBN 
9781927352281, $24.95, Benchmark Press) is the autobiography of a man 
who has seen all that Saskatchewan has to offer for more than 70 years. 
From the dust bowl days of the 1930s to rubbing elbows with the likes of 
Letser Pearson and Pierre Trudeau, Wilson's life as a lawyer and award-
winning historian and author has some startling insights and some 
amazing first hand accounts of political and legal life.  This is a must have 
for anyone interested in the politics or history of Saskatchewan.

PHOTOGRAPHY - Photographers Guide to Saskatchewan by Robin 
and Arlene Karpan of Saskatoon (ISBN 9780995087507, $24.95, 
Parkland Publishing)) is a book for the adventurous soul on your list. 
Saskatchewan is home to some stunning vistas, and this handy guide will 
help you find the best of them.  There are plenty of useful technical tips as 
well, to help get great photos of the province's breathtaking landscapes 
and wildlife, so this book is useful for photographers of all skill levels. 
Naturally, it's got plenty of beautiful photographs to enjoy as well.



FANTASY – Queen of Fire by Saskatoon's Regine Haensel (ISBN 
9871495909511, $14.95, Serimuse Books) is the first book of the Leather 
Book Tales, which chronicles the journey of fifteen-year-old Rowan and 
her unknown-to-her brother Samel and their journey to find one another 
and the truth behind their separation.  Magic, secrets, and the legendary 
Queen of Fire all feature in this exciting outing, and like all good trilogies, 
an intriguing premise promises more to follow.

CHILDREN'S BOOK - Road Allowance Kitten  by Saskatoon's Wilfred 
Burton, illustrated by Cristina Johns (ISBN 9781926795720, $15.00, 
Gabriel Dumont Institute), is a charming children's books with more than a 
dash of Prairie history.  Rosie and Madeline are Métis, and they live on the 
road allowance with their pet kitten.  What will happen when they are 
forcefully removed from their humble but beloved homes?

SPORTS - Running the Riders by Regina's Jim Hopson, with Darrell 
Davis (ISBN 9781927570234, $19.95, DriverWorks Ink), is a must-have 
for any Saskatchewan Roughrider fan.  Read the story of how President 
and CEO Jim Hopson took the Riders on a journey from mediocrity to a 
team of home-town champions, posting record profits, and becoming 
“Canada's Team”.  



HISTORY – Saskatchewan Provincial Police by Frank W. Anderson 
(ISBN 9780921969327, $6.95, Gopher Books) peels back the layers on a 
little-known chapter in the province's history.  Between 1906 and 1928, 
Saskatchewan had its own provincial police force, until provincial 
policing was taken over by the RCMP.  During that time, the Provincial 
Police dealt with such hair-raising cases as the Manchur Murder Mystery 
and the Border Bank Bandits.  This concise book details the highs and 
lows of the force, and will appeal to anyone with an interest in 
Saskatchewan history as well as those interested in salacious true crime 
stories.  

MEDICAL MEMOIR – The Surprising Loves of Small-Town 
Doctors,edited by and contributed to by rural Saskatchewan's Dr. Paul 
Dhillon  (ISBN 9780889774315, $21.95, University of Regina Press) 
collects astonishing true tales of the trials and tribulations of rural doctors 
from all of Canada's ten provinces and three territories.  From house calls 
to igloos to surgeries with improvised tools, the stories in this collection 
speak to the perseverance and tenacity of Canada's rural residents, and the 
extraordinary lengths doctors will go to for their patients.  

MEMOIR – Tending the Tree of Life by Irwin Kahan (ISBN 
9780988122987, $25.00, Wild Sage Press) is an astounding memoir of an 
incredible man.  Kahan, a Jewish boy from Saskatchewan, had a life that 
almost defies description.  A World War II veteran, Kahan was a social 
worker who was part of pioneering research into the link between 
schizophrenia and chemicals, which lead to him taking LSD a number of 
times.  Irwin's writing sparkles with warmth and wit, and reveals the life of 
a truly compassionate man, and the book is enlivened by illustrations and 
photographs.


